
The program prepares candidates for positions as School District Leaders (SDL), emphasizing on urban leadership.
Uniting both the development of schools/districts and the development of educational leaders by preparing
individuals who can be catalysts for school/district change and improved student performance. The curriculum is
aligned with NYS content-area requirements for programs preparing educational leaders, leading to certification as
a SDL. The pedagogical content of the courses integrates practice with theory. The Program prepares candidates
who demonstrate the nine essential characteristics of effective leaders, promoted by the NYS Education
Department, and are based, in part, on the School of Education's Lehman Urban Transformative Education
conceptual framework, whose mission is to facilitate the development of competent, caring, and qualified educators. 

Advanced Certificate in 
Educational Leadership/District
Leader Extension

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
Master’s degree or foreign equivalent in educational leadership from accredited
school
Minimum graduate school gpa of 3.0 and 48 graduate school credits
Three letters of recommendation, two must be: A) current or former school
supervisor who can evaluate potential as district leader, B) faculty member from
prior studies who can evaluate potential for success as a graduate student
1,000-word essay discussing: A) reasons for pursuing a certification as a SDL.
B) candidate’s philosophy on outstanding urban educational leadership, include
specific characteristics contributing to effective leadership. C) current assessment
of the state of educational leadership in urban schools; discuss the greatest
challenges and suggestions for overcoming them. D) brief analysis of a current
educational policy; discuss the pros/cons and the impact on urban districts.
NYS initial or professional certification as a SBL or equivalent
NYS permanent or professional certification in classroom teaching, school
counseling, school psychology, or school social work or equivalent 
Current resume
Minimum of 3 years of successful N-12 experience as a leader, teacher,
counselor, psychologist, or social worker
Participate in a interview
If conditional admitted, make up requirements starting the first semester, and
finishing no more than three consecutive semesters
If educated in a country other than the U.S. review
https://lehman.edu/admissions/graduate-admissions/international-students/
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*NYS Resident Tuition

$470.00 per credit*

12-15 credits total

Fulfill NYS Licensure
requirements for SDL

Preparation for
leadership positions
in urban districts with
diverse population 



250 Bedford Park Blvd West, Bronx, New York 10468

Questions about the program? 
Samantha Chung, EdD
samantha.chung@lehman.cuny.edu

Questions about admissions? 
https://www.lehman.edu/admissions
/graduate-admissions/applying/

Semester I: (6 credits)

Semester II: (6 credits)

EDL 712 Leading an Effective School District 3

EDL 721 The Leadership Experience-District/Extension 3

Curriculum

Continuation Requirements: 
Completion of 12-15 approved graduate credits of study in educational leadership
If conditions were placed on initial matriculation, all conditions must be met by the completion of the first 6
Minimum pga of 3.0, a completed internship supervision agreement signed by the region/district internship
site supervisor, and permission of the program coordinator are required prior to placement in EDL 721 (The
Leadership Experience/District Extension)
Demonstrate evidence of ethics, as well as instructional leadership, organizational, administrative, and
collaborative skills, through school-based and region/district-based projects

EDL 716 Educational, Government, Policy and Law 3

EDL 717 Finance, Operations, and Human Resources Management 3

Credits

Credits

Completion of 12-15 approved graduate credits of study in educational leadership
Minimum gpa of 3.0
Successful completion of 200-400 internship hours

Notes:
Students who have not completed any leadership courses at Lehman College will be required to complete
400 hours (6 credits) of district-level leadership experiences. Therefore, these students will be required to
graduate with 15 credits and 400 internship hours.
The NYS Education Department has made passing the NYS Education Leadership Assessment in SDL a
condition of program completion (for SDL programs only as per state regulations). A student enrolled in the
Advanced Educational Leadership/District Leader Extension Program leading to SDL certification who does
not pass the SDL assessment can enter what the state has termed a “condition program,” whereby the
student can still received the Advanced Certificate but will not be eligible for SDL certification at that time.
The companion program has the same admission requirements, curriculum, and graduation requirements;
however, students who do not pass the SDL assessment will not receive NYS SDL certification.
The NYS Educations Department requires that an applicant for SDL certification have a total of 60 graduate
credits, so additional graduate credits may be needed for certification.

Certificate Requirements

mailto:samantha.chung@lehman.cuny.edu
https://www.lehman.edu/admissions/graduate-admissions/applying/
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