
Councilman Carrion is also concerned
aboutthe effects of this construction, not
because he has been politically involved in
this fight since the beginning, but as a resi-
dent of the community.  “I think that this is
a serious health problem; our environment
will be highly impacted by the noise, traffic
and dust produced by the construction.
Also, that construction will be interrupting
a tradition. I know people who are in their

70’s and have been coming
to play golf since they are
30,” says Carrion, who
says he will never forget a
match he had about a year
ago on this golf course
against a 74-year- o l d
woman.  “She was so
good, and me, I am just
pretty decent,” says Mr.
Carrion.
When the proposal to build
the 11-acre water filtration
plant on the Mosholu Golf
Course was announced on
December 1, 1998, by the
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP),
community activists and
organizations, such as the
Northwest Bronx Com-
munity and Clerg y
Coalition, The Mosholu
Woodlawn South Com-
munity Coalition, the
Friends of Van Cortlandt
Park, the Sierra Club, and
the Norwood-Bedford
Park Consortium, did not
wait to protest this deci-
sion.
But little by little, as the
City Planning Com-mis-
sion, the City Council

Commission and later on Judge Gina
Gershon approved the construction of the
plant, many opponents began losing faith.
Regardless of the opposition of the commu-
nity boards involved, the Borough
President Fernando Ferrer, Councilwoman
June M. Eisland, and councilman Adolfo
Carrion, the construction of the plant is still
on schedule.

Now, even the golfers and the employees
of the Mosholu golf course, who will be the
first affected, doubt very much that the con-
struction can be stopped.

“ I think the city has already made up their
minds. Giuliani probably wants the plant
here in the city because of the money that
the construction will bring,” says 57-year-
old Mr. Phillip Gager, the manager of the
golf course, and Robert Buckmaster, who is
in charge of the cafeteria, agrees.

Mr. Gager, who is also a golf player, has
been playing golf for ten years, and he
believes that this golf course is unique
because is the only golf course in New York
with access from the subway system.  But
the funny thing about Mr. Gager and Mr.
Buckmaster is that neither of them is wor-
ried about their job, they are worried about
the elderly who come to play golf and the
impact of the plant on the community, and
the wild life that will be affected as well.  

“It might sound funny to you, but all those
squirrels are going to lose their homes, and
where are all those senior citizens going to
go once this is gone? I can find another job,
that is the least important here,” says Mr.
Buckmaster, who would like to see more
rallies against the filtration plant.

Everything started in 1992, when the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency required
the New York State Department of Health
to make an agreement with the city to com-
ply with the Federal Safe Drinking Water
Act.  Such agreement consisted on filtering
the Croton water, which is one of the three
water systems that provide New York with
its water.

The Croton Supply System is the smallest
of the three systems. Catskill, and Delaware
are the other two, and the Croton System
only provides 10% of all the water.  Still,
this system suppliesabout nine million peo-

ple on the west side of Manhattan, the south
and east of the Bronx, and Westchester
County with an average of about 1.4 billion
gallons of water per day.

The Mosholu Golf Course was not initial-
ly considered as a site for the filtration plant
for the Croton water supply.

In fact, there were seven other sites,
including The Jerome Park Reservoir, the
Shandler Recreation Area, also close to Van
Cortlandt, as well as an area in the Croton
Woods, and industrial sites in the towns of
Mt. Pleasant, We s t c h e s t e r, Yo n k e r s ,
Greenburgh and Yorktown.  But after the
city rejected the idea of using the Jerome
Park Reservoir for such a project, another
site had to be found. In this case, the
Mosholu Golf course in Van Cortlandt Park
was selected because, according to the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS), “construction at the golf course
would result in the least potential for signif-
icant impacts,” compared to any of the
remaining six sites.

M r. Buckmaster, Mr. Gager, and Mr.
Kelemen all say that most people in the
community are getting tired of fighting
against having this filtration plant be built
in their neighborhood.  They agree that
since the community just finished an almost
s e v e n - y e a r-struggle against the Jerome
Park Reservoir site, now it is almost impos-
sible to keep fighting with the same energy.

And although time is running out, and
many opponents to the construction of the
water filtration plant have lost hope of stop-
ping the construction, some others still
believe it can be stopped.  

“It is never over till it’s over,” says Mr.
B u c k m a s t e r.  And Councilman A d o l f o
Carrion mentions that there are other alter-
natives to filter the water if that is what the
city wants to do.
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