
MAT330/681, Spring 2022

Practice Problems for the Final Exam

1. In how many different ways can you paint a 3 × 3 checkerboard (i.e., a grid with 9
squares) using red, green, yellow, and blue ink, in such way that 2 squares are red, 2
squares are green, 3 squares are yellow, and the remaining squares are blue?

2. a) How many different words can be written using the letters in “SUMMER”?

b) How many if all vowels must appear together (e.g., such as “SUEMMR”)?

c) What is the probability that a uniformly random word written using the letters
in the word “SUMMER” is such that both vowels appear together?

3. Suppose you have a fair coin, i.e., a coin that flips to H (head) 50% of the time and to
T (tail) 50% of the time.

a) If you flip the coin 100 times, what is the probability you get 100 heads?

b) After flipping the coin 100 times and getting 100 heads, you will now flip the coin
once more. What is the probability that it flips to H?

c) If you flip the coin 100 times, what is the probability you get 50 heads (in any
order)?

d) You are asked to play a game in which you choose a number n ≥ 2 of times to flip
this coin, and you win if and only if you flip to H exactly twice (and hence flip to
T all n− 2 other times). What choice of n maximizes the chance of winning?

4. Birdwatchers estimate that the probability of seeing a certain type of finch on any given
day of bird watching is p. What is the probability that a birdwatcher sees this type of
finch at least 7 times in the next 10 days? (Your answer should be in terms of p.)

5. Let X be a discrete random variable that assumes values 1, 4, and 5 with probabilities
1/4, 1/2, and 1/4, respectively. Compute the following:

a) P (X > 3) =

b) P (X > 3 |X > 2) =

c) P (X > 2 |X > 3) =

d) E(X) =

e) E(X2) =

f) Var(X) =

g) E(
√
X) =

1



6. A survey of sport activities among Lehman College students reveals that:

• 40% of students play basketball regularly;

• 30% of students rides a bike regularly;

• 25% of students swim regularly.

Assume that engaging in the above sport activities are independent but not mutually
exclusive events. What is the probability that a student does at least one of these
activities, i.e., either plays basketball or rides a bike or swims regularly?

7. Suppose a farmer uses a plant fertilizer, and knows there were 2 bags of fertilizer in the
barn, one is old and expired and the other one is new. Unfortunately the labels with the
expiration dates got mixed up, so the farmer cannot tell which is which anymore, but
the farmer knows that plants will grow with probability 2/3 if the non-expired fertilizer
is used, and with probability 1/3 if the expired fertilizer is used. The farmer chooses
one of them uniformly at random to use on 10 plants, and observes that exactly 4 of
them grow. What is the probability that the non-expired fertilizer was used?

8. Suppose that the fine for speeding on a certain highway is $200 for each occurrence,
but 10% of drivers going over the speed limit are not caught by the highway patrol.
What is the total cost in fines that a commuter taking this highway and going over the
speed limit for 5 consecutive days should expect to incur?

9. The number of packages that arrive at a FedEx distribution center is modeled by a
Poisson random variable, with an average of 65 packages arriving every 10 minutes.
What is the probability that exactly 4 packages arrive in a given interval of 2 minutes?

10. The duration of each solar panel installed in a satellite orbiting the Earth until some
failure renders it unusable is modeled by an exponential random variable whose mean
is 200 months. If this particular model of satellite is powered by 3 independent solar
panels and needs at least 1 of them to function in order to remain operational, what is
the probability that the satellite will remain operational for at least 100 months?

11. Suppose that you choose (independently) two real numbers X and Y uniformly at
random between 0 and 1. What is the probability that X2 < 5Y ?

12. Suppose that a random variable X has hazard rate function given by 3t2. Find the
probability density function f(x) of X.

13. Suppose that passwords for a certain website are strings consisting of letters, num-
bers, and special characters, and, on average, have 6 letters, 2 numbers, and 2 special
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characters. Assume that the quantity of letters, numbers, and special characters are
independent random variables.

a) Use Markov’s inequality to give an upper bound for the probability that a given
password consists of at least 8 letters, 3 numbers, and 3 special characters.

b) If the standard deviation for the number of letters in passwords on this website is
1, use Chebyshev’s inequality to estimate from below the proportion of passwords
that contain between 3 and 9 letters.

For the last 2 problems, use the table in the next page to approximate the values of
Φ(a) = P (Z < a), where Z ∼ Normal(0, 1) is a standard normal random variable.

14. An ultrafast trade is a type of investment conducted automatically by a computer,
that buys and then sells a certain stock within a single second. Suppose that a high
frequency trading firm programs a computer to conduct a certain ultrafast trade 100
times. The expected return of each such trade is $2, with a standard deviation of $0.50.
Use the Central Limit Theorem and the table below to approximate the probability
that the total return from this operation is at least $190.

15. Several medical trials are conducted to measure the half life (in hours) of a new drug
after oral administration. Due to different metabolic properties of patients, the results
of each measurement vary, but have common average µ = 5, and common variance
σ2 = 9. Use the Central Limit Theorem to estimate how many patients should be used
in the trial if the scientists need to know whether their measurement is accurate within
30 minutes with certainty of at least 92%.
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