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All’s quiet on the Lehman College front after the campus was closed, like all CUNY campuses,
March 11 in response to the coronavirus outbreak.

JULIUS CONSTANTINE MOTAL / File

Keeping six feet away has become the accepted norm for social
distancing. But two physicists at Lehman College say the virus
that causes COVID-19 can be spread in other ways too — like a
building's ventilation system.

The study was co-written by Luis Anchordoqui and Eugene
Chudnovsky, and published late last month on arXiv, an open-
source publication sponsored by Cornell University. Unlike
many other major medical journals, however, arXiv does not
require peer review — which allows other scientific experts in
specific fields to conduct their own tests seeing if they come to
similar conclusions.

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM

The coronavirus crisis is
threatening many of the important
businesses you rely on every day,
but don't let it take away your
source for local news.

Now more than ever, we need your
help to ensure nothing but the
best in hyperlocal community
journalism comes straight to you.
Consider supporting The Riverdale

https://riverdalepress.com/stories/lehman-study-coronavirus-spread-ventilation-covid-nyc,71647

PRESS.

Q

ADVANCED SEARCH
(/SEARCH.HTML)

— Only —

Sotheby’s

(https://lihbanners.creativecircle
oaparams=2__bannerid=894 zot

Riverdale Press

(/stories/the-latest-from-the-
april-9-2020-edition-of-the-
riverdale-press,71644)

We know that it's hard to get out
and get a paper, and not
everyone is getting the paper at
home (but maybe you should!)

WHAT'S TRENDING

Testing for antibodies in L.A.,
could help restart New York
(/stories/testing-antibodies-
help-new-york-restart-
coronavirus-covid,71645)

Slow mail delivery? Blame
the coronavirus

Page 1 0of 3


https://riverdalepress.com/
https://riverdalepress.com/contact.html
https://www.facebook.com/riverdale.press/
https://twitter.com/riverdalepress
https://riverdalepress.com/register.html
https://riverdalepress.com/login.html
https://riverdalepress.com/subscribe/
https://riverdalepress.com/uploads/original/20200319-120213-CoronaDays-8.jpg
https://riverdalepress.com/search.html
https://lihbanners.creativecirclemedia.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=894__zoneid=216__cb=ee9bd1a766__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sothebyshomes.com%2Fnyc
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/the-latest-from-the-april-9-2020-edition-of-the-riverdale-press,71644
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/testing-antibodies-help-new-york-restart-coronavirus-covid,71645
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/slow-mail-delivery-blame-coronavirus-covid-nyc,71595

Lehman study: Coronavirus can spread through ventilation systems | The Riverdale Press | riverdalepress.com

A release issued by Lehman did not indicate if the study
conducted by Anchordoqui and Chudnovsky was peer-reviewed,
and a request for details of the study was pending late Sunday.
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The physicists claim that while larger droplets from sick people here through this crisis.

— generally produced with coughing or sneezing — would fall to
the ground within six feet of the person producing them,
smaller droplets can remained suspended in the air, and maybe
even travel as far as 20 and even 40 feet because of moving air
flow.
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when people spend long times together in a room," according to (http://RiverdalePress.com/donate
the study. ).

Consider helping us today at

Some closed spaces with air-forced heating and air-

conditioning — like meeting rooms, offices spaces, department

stores and supermarkets — can continue circulating infected

droplet particles until they finally evaporate, the two physicists said. Even then, it could still infect people
in aerosol form.

"It depends on the location of air-conditioners, radiators, windows, and all items in the room, as well as
on people producing vortices (masses of swirling air) by moving around," the two wrote. "The existing
vortices in the air can make a location far away from the source of droplets more dangerous than the
location six feet away."

Such data, if confirmed, could be effective in helping determine whether there should be mandatory use
of protective masks. New York followed New Jersey's lead this past weekend in requiring those who
interact with the public for work to be supplied with masks by their employer at no charge. The state and
city already had encouraged people to wear masks if they are out in public in any way, even if they are not
sick.

"Obviously, such a recommendation would have to come from public officials and epidemiology experts,"
Anchordoqui said, in a release. "But if I had to go out to shop in public, I would wear a mask. I would
recommend that to all my family. Doing that, I feel more secure.”

Follow all the local coverage of the coronavirus pandemic and how it relates to your neighborhood at
RiverdalePress.com/coronavirus (http://riverdalepress.com/coronavirus). Sign up for our newsletter to
get daily updates on coverage and closing by sending your email address to
newsroom@riverdalepress.com (mailto:newsroom@riverdalepress.com). And finally, keep up with all
the latest closures, postponements and what you can still take part in with our continuously updated
list by clicking here. (https://riverdalepress.com/stories/ongoing-cancellations-postponements-venue-
changes-coronavirus-covid,71466?)

Keywords

coronavirus (/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=coronavirus), COVID-19
(/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter= COVID-19), Luis Anchordoqui
(/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter= Luis Anchordoqui), Eugene Chudnovsky
(/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter= Eugene Chudnovsky), Cornell University
(/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter= Cornell University), Lehman College
(/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter= Lehman College), arXiv
(/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter= arXiv), (/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?
search_filter=)

https://riverdalepress.com/stories/lehman-study-coronavirus-spread-ventilation-covid-nyc,71647

4/14/20, 10:44 AM

(/stories/slow-mail-delivery-
blame-coronavirus-covid-
nyc,71595)

Lehman study: Coronavirus
can spread through
ventilation systems
(/stories/lehman-study-
coronavirus-spread-
ventilation-covid-nyc,71647)

City may be closed, but
hearts are open
(/stories/city-may-be-
closed-but-hearts-are-
open,71631)

Where has all the mail gone?
Blame it on the coronavirus
(/stories/where-has-all-the-
mail-gone-blame-it-on-the-
coronavirus,71633)

Riverdale Country School
educator arrested on child
porn charges
(/stories/riverdale-country-
school-educator-arrested-
on-child-porn-charges,71643)

Mayor says schools closed,
governor says not so fast
(/stories/mayor-says-
schools-closed-governor-
says-not-so-fast-covid-
coronavirus-nyc,71649)

COVID-19 field hospital
coming to Vannie
(/stories/covid-19-field-
hospital-coming-to-
vannie,71632)

FEMA to open 200-bed
hospital at Van Cortlandt
Park (/stories/fema-open-
200-bed-hospital-van-
cortlandt-park-coronavirus-
covid,71600)

Society has stopped for
coronavirus, but does it have
to? (/stories/society-
stopped-coronavirus-
counterpoint-covid-katz-
cuomo-yale,71525)

Page 2 of 3


http://riverdalepress.com/donate
http://riverdalepress.com/coronavirus
mailto:newsroom@riverdalepress.com
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/ongoing-cancellations-postponements-venue-changes-coronavirus-covid,71466?
https://riverdalepress.com/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=coronavirus
https://riverdalepress.com/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=%20COVID-19
https://riverdalepress.com/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=%20Luis%20Anchordoqui
https://riverdalepress.com/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=%20Eugene%20Chudnovsky
https://riverdalepress.com/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=%20Cornell%20University
https://riverdalepress.com/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=%20Lehman%20College
https://riverdalepress.com/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=%20arXiv
https://riverdalepress.com/search_mode/keyword/browse.html?search_filter=
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/slow-mail-delivery-blame-coronavirus-covid-nyc,71595
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/lehman-study-coronavirus-spread-ventilation-covid-nyc,71647
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/city-may-be-closed-but-hearts-are-open,71631
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/where-has-all-the-mail-gone-blame-it-on-the-coronavirus,71633
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/riverdale-country-school-educator-arrested-on-child-porn-charges,71643
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/mayor-says-schools-closed-governor-says-not-so-fast-covid-coronavirus-nyc,71649
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/covid-19-field-hospital-coming-to-vannie,71632
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/fema-open-200-bed-hospital-van-cortlandt-park-coronavirus-covid,71600
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/society-stopped-coronavirus-counterpoint-covid-katz-cuomo-yale,71525

Lehman study: Coronavirus can spread through ventilation systems | The Riverdale Press | riverdalepress.com

Comments

0 Comments

Sort by Newest+

El Facebook Comments Plugin

OTHER ITEMS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU

Mayor says schools
closed, governor says
not so fast
(/stories/mayor-says-
schools-closed-
governor-says-not-
so-fast-covid-
coronavirus-
nyc,71649)

Terms of use (/terms.html)
Contact us (/contact.html)

Testing for antibodies
in L.A,, could help
restart New York
(/stories/testing-
antibodies-help-new-
york-restart-
coronavirus-
covid,71645)

| Advertising (/advertising.html) |

Neighbors reach out
to help, and find help
themselves
(/stories/neighbors-
reach-out-to-help-
and-find-help-
themselves,71628)

| HOME (http://www.riverdalepress.com)

Writing groups help
all ages express
themselves
(/stories/writing-
groups-help-all-ages-
express-
themselves,71630)

© 2020, Richner Communications, Inc. |

4/14/20, 10:44 AM

Tweets by @riverdalepress

&) The Riverdale Press

Restarting New York's
economy — as well as the
rest of the nation — is going
to require a number of factors
comina toaether to ensure

Embed View on Twitter

Getting intimate
.- ®_ with Dr. Ruth
= 2 (/stories/getting-
intimate-with-
dr-ruth-westheimer,71036)
So many words have been
written and spoken about Dr.
Ruth K. Westheimer since all
four feet, seven inches of her
first walked onto the public
stage in 1980. She’s lived just
south of us in Washington
Heights since well before she
was known outside her circle of
friends. And many of her family
— including a daughter and
grandchildren — call Riverdale
home.

Riverdale Press
Ei Like Page EXIQIE
@ Riverdale Press |

Restarting New York's econon
— as well as the rest of the
nation — is going to require a
number of factors coming
together to ensure there is no
resurgence of the coronavirus

~

™ i

Powered by Creative

Circle Media Solutions (http://creativecirclemedia.com)

https://riverdalepress.com/stories/lehman-study-coronavirus-spread-ventilation-covid-nyc,71647

Page 3 of 3


https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?app_id=1157187247750058&channel=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D46%23cb%3Df2404c86325f5b%26domain%3Driverdalepress.com%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Friverdalepress.com%252Ff939984723a72e%26relation%3Dparent.parent&container_width=755&height=100&href=http%3A%2F%2Friverdalepress.com%2Fstories%2Flehman-study-coronavirus-spread-ventilation-covid-nyc%2C71647&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=550#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?app_id=1157187247750058&channel=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D46%23cb%3Df2404c86325f5b%26domain%3Driverdalepress.com%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Friverdalepress.com%252Ff939984723a72e%26relation%3Dparent.parent&container_width=755&height=100&href=http%3A%2F%2Friverdalepress.com%2Fstories%2Flehman-study-coronavirus-spread-ventilation-covid-nyc%2C71647&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=550
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/mayor-says-schools-closed-governor-says-not-so-fast-covid-coronavirus-nyc,71649
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/testing-antibodies-help-new-york-restart-coronavirus-covid,71645
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/neighbors-reach-out-to-help-and-find-help-themselves,71628
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/writing-groups-help-all-ages-express-themselves,71630
https://publish.twitter.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Friverdalepress
https://twitter.com/riverdalepress
https://twitter.com/riverdalepress
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/riverdalepress
https://twitter.com/riverdalepress
https://riverdalepress.com/stories/getting-intimate-with-dr-ruth-westheimer,71036
https://www.facebook.com/riverdale.press/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQ3JdbUMgcPhcr8I1yMAwkNk4Z1JOf2O9zBopyUT2lqBWMGnxVYNJ_1R4x-uIDwdYU
https://www.facebook.com/riverdale.press/posts/2589837734568878
https://www.facebook.com/riverdale.press/posts/2589837734568878
https://www.facebook.com/riverdale.press/
https://www.facebook.com/riverdale.press/
https://www.facebook.com/riverdale.press/
https://riverdalepress.com/terms.html
https://riverdalepress.com/advertising.html
https://riverdalepress.com/contact.html
http://www.riverdalepress.com/
http://creativecirclemedia.com/

