
GEH 320/GEP 620 - Fall 2022 

Demography and Population Geography 
with GISc GEH 320/GEP 620 (H81) 

Syllabus 

Catalogue 
description 

Instructor Email 

Office hours

Required books 

The world's population in the context of geography and demography. The 
theoretical framework, defined by the fields of population geography and 
demography, will be studied and explored qualitatively and quantitatively. Data 
sources and acquisition, population metrics (growth, change distribution, and 
composition), population and food supply, mortality, fertility, and migration. Lab 
work will provide students with hands-on experience using GISc to explore 
demographic concepts. 
3 credits 
Online 

Angelika Winner 
awinner@gradcenter.cuny.edu 
(preferred mode of communication) 

Virtual office hours Mondays from 5-6 PM or by email appointment  
Zoom link: https://lehman-cuny-edu.zoom.us/j/7168422183 

Population Geography: Tools and Issues. K.B. Newbold, 2017 (3rd edition), 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Lanham, Maryland. 

Course Format: This is an online course where students are responsible for monitoring 
Blackboard for all course material and adhering to deadlines. The subject is taught through four 
learning units consisting of assigned textbook readings along with lecture notes, labs, discussion 
board postings, additional readings and other material that are posted on-line. You can schedule 
a virtual meeting with your instructor via email (use awinner@gradcenter.cuny.edu). We can 
use Blackboard Collaborate Ultra, Skype, or Zoom to video chat during these virtual meetings 
(more here: https://help.blackboard.com/Collaborate/Ultra/Participant).

Course Learning Objectives: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students are expected to: 
• Explain different types of population growth overtime;
• Quantify and predict population change;
• Explain different theories of populationchange;
• Explain different types of migration;
• Characterize population composition both qualitatively and quantitatively;
• Calculate both raw and age-adjusted fertility and mortality rates;
• Explain different pressures that drive populationpatterns;
• Identify sources of population, demographic and geographic data;
• Create publication-quality maps that allow clear geo-visualization ofhuman
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population and demographic patterns 

• Identify and explain current social, environmental, and economic issues affected by and effecting
populations in the US, and around the world.

Grading Policy: 
Grades will not be curved; there will be no extra credit assignments. 

Grading
20%VoiceThread 

Assignments (4)* 
Labs (5 vs 6 for grads) 45% 

15% Final Exam 
Discussion Board 20% 

Grade Scale 

 GEH 245 GEP 630 

A ≥ 93% A ≥ 93% 
A- 90-92% A- 90-92%
B+ 87-89% B+ 87-89% 
B 83-86% B 83-86%
B- 80-82% B- 80-82%
C+ 77-79% C+ 77-79% 
C 73-76% C 73-76%
C- 70-72% C- 70-72%
D+ 67-69% F <70% 
D 63-66%
D- 60-62%
F < 60% 

Readings: 
Assigned readings are always posted with the associated unit. There will be some additional 
readings and multimedia posted on blackboard as part of the discussion board units. 

VoiceThread Assignment (20% of the final grade) 
These assignments are supposed to help you review the reading materials and are based on the 
questions at the end of each chapter, and/or important concepts covered in the readings. These 
assignments can be done as audio recording, video recording, or a slide show with audio via 
VoiceThread on Blackboard. For more info on how to use this application see here: https:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=L3NIl3fwbYo 
I highly recommend that you work in groups on these assignments. This is an online course, and 
this will give you an opportunity to work and learn with fellow students. You can use emails/ 
messaging apps in combination with file sharing applications or Google Teams to communicate 
and collaborate with your group. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L3NIl3fwbYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L3NIl3fwbYo
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Table 1: Grading Scale for VoiceThread Assignment 
Unsatisfactory (0) 

Fair (50) Good (80) Excellent (100) 

Content (75%) 
No Posting; 
Unacceptable 
content. 

Difficult to follow; 
Key issues from the 
questions are not 
identified or answered. 

Discussed at surface 
level: Key issues 
from the questions 
are identified but 
not all are answered 
thoroughly; Clear 
discussion most of 
the time. 

Discussed thoughtfully 
and with insight; Key 
issues from the 
questions are identified 
and answered; Clear 
discussion with no 
digressions; Comments 
posted at least 24 
hours before due date. 

Comment (25%) 
No Posting; 
Unacceptable content 

Comment does not 
show understanding 
of author’s posting 

Mostly surface level 
comment. 

Clearly written peer 
response indicating 
understanding of the 
other author’s 
comments. 

Lab Assignments: (45% of the final grade) 
Undergraduates will have to complete 5 labs, and graduate students will have to complete 6. Lab 
assignments should be started as early as possible. The last column of the table below shows the 
dates that assignments are due. They are due by 11 PM of the date listed. If you cannot complete the 
assignment, you must contact the professor BEFORE it is due and provide a valid reason for the 
lateness. Unexcused late assignments will NOT be accepted. I strongly suggest that you keep up 
with the labs by completing them as they are assigned. This way, you can ask me or another student 
for help. 
Format: 

• Labs should follow the lab write-up format that can be found on blackboard or in the
individual lab assignments.

• Tables should follow the formal table design also on blackboard.
• For text submissions, use 1.5-spacing with a 10 to 12 point font.
• All references should be cited using APA format.

(http://www.academicexperts.us/dl/APA_Style.pdf). Plagiarism will result in a failing grade
(see policies below)

• Follow the directions carefully and seek help before the assignment is due if you are
having trouble. You can get help from fellow students, online resources, the GIS lab
tutor, and the professor (via email, office hours, or by arrangement.)

For those labs with a map layout I will use the following grading scale: 
Table 2: Grading Scale for lab assignments 

Unsatisfactory (0) Fair (50) Good (80) Excellent (100) 

Content (50%) 

Data not visible; 
calculations, derived fields, 
or analyses improperly 
done; no demonstration of 
understanding; no 
submission. 

Correct data not 
properly displayed 
or easily visible; 
calculations, derived 
fields, and 
analyses mostly 
improperly done. 

Correct data 
displayed and visible; 
calculations, derived 
fields, and analyses 
mostly properly done 

Correct data 
displayed and visible; 
calculations, derived 
fields, and analyses 
properly done 

Cartography (25%) 
Proper cartographic 
technique not followed; no 
submission. 

Most cartographic 
elements present 
and properly 
displayed; layout 
lacks clarity. 

All cartographic 
elements present and 
mostly properly 
displayed; layout is 
mostly clear and 
understandable. 

All cartographic 
elements present and 
properly displayed; 
layout is 
clear and 
understandable. 

Aesthetics (25%) 
No submission or 
otherwise unacceptable 
/ unreadable. 

Messy, confused, 
or unbalanced. 

Mostly pleasing and 
balanced aesthetics. 

Good use of space 
with pleasing and 
balanced aesthetics. 

http://www.academicexperts.us/dl/APA_Style.pdf
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For labs without a map layout I will use only the content row to grade your work, in other words 
content will make 100% of your grade with the same categories (unsatisfactory, fair, good, 
excellent). 

Discussion Board Units: (20% of your final grade) 
These discussion board assignments are meant to deepen your knowledge about topics covered 
in the textbook. There will be additional readings and videos provided for you to, and you will 
have to answer several questions per unit – and react to at least one of your fellow students’ 
posting. To get full credit for your work you must post your comments at least 24hr before the  
due date so that other students get enough time to react to your posting. 

All the additional readings and links to materials needed in the discussion board units can be 
found in the document “Discussion Board Activities” posted on Blackboard. 

Graduate students will have to answer additional questions in each discussion board unit  based 
on additional readings and other materials provided by the instructor. The additional questions 
will be answered in a short essay in each unit (about 750 words – 3 pages 1.5 spaced) and will be 
submitted through the discussion board page on Blackboard. 

In addition to participating in the overall discussion board activities as described in the previous 
paragraph, graduate students will have to react to at least one posting of a fellow graduate 
student. The same rules apply here – you need to post your essay at least 24hr before the deadline 
to allow students to respond to your posting. 

Table 3: Grading scale for discussion board postings 

Unsatisfactory (0) 
Fair (50) Good (80) Excellent (100) 

Content (50%) 
No Posting; 
Unacceptable 
content. 

Difficult to follow; 
Key issues from the 
questions are not 
identified or answered. 

Discussed at surface 
level: 
Key issues from the 
questions are 
identified but not all 
are answered 
thoroughly; 
Clear discussion most 
of the time. 

Discussed thoughtfully 
and with insight; 
Key issues from the 
questions are identified and 
answered; 
Clear discussion with no 
digressions; 
Answer posted at least 
24 hours before due date. 

Writing (25%) 
No Posting; 
unacceptable 
writing. 

Poorly written with 
grammatical and stylistic 
errors possibly resulting in 
a difficult to 
understand post. 

Decent writing with 
some grammatical or 
stylistic errors 

Well written with no 
grammatical or stylistic 
errors 

Response (25%) 
No Posting; 
Unacceptable writing 
or content 

Peer response which 
does not show 
understanding of the 
author's comments. 

Mostly surface level 
peer response. 

Clearly written peer 
response indicating 
understanding of the 
other author’s 
comments. 

Final Exam: (15% of the final grade) 
The final exam will consist mainly of content that was covered in the readings and VoiceThread as 
well as lab assignmets throughout the semester. The exam will take place on blackboard. Once you 
begin the exam, you will have a predetermined amount of time to complete it. Make sure that you are 
at a reliable computer with a reliable internet connection before you begin your exam. 

Spreadsheet Software: 
Excel is not provided to you for this course. As a CUNY student you have access to Office 365 
online. You can also try and use different software (open office, etc.), but the directions are written 
expressly for Excel and support is not provided for other software packages. 
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GIS Software: 
GIS work in this course will be done mainly using Quantum GIS. This is free, open-source software 
that can be downloaded for various operating systems from their website (http://www.qgis.org/). 
Click the “download now free” button. Windows users should select the standalone windows 
installer. There are options for MAC users as well (bottom of the page). Although the labs will be 
written for Quantum GIS, you may use another GIS software package such as ArcGIS by ESRI, so 
long as your assignments clearly respond to the task. You will not be tested on any particular 
software skills. 

Submission: All work must be submitted via BlackBoard. Use MSWord, OpenOffice, or Libre 
Office for text submissions. Follow lab instructions for exporting and submitting maps. All 
documents should be named with the student’s last name, followed by an underscore, followed by the 
assignment name (e.g. Smith_Lab1_map.pdf, Smith_Lab1_report.docx). 

Blackboard (BB): You should check the blackboard site often (daily) since there may be changes to the 
schedule and to lab instructions. You are responsible for making sure that you have the most recent and 
up-to-date information. All course  materials  (except  software)  will  be  posted  on  BB.  Since  this  is 
an online course with only optional meetings it is your responsibility to explore the Blackboard page in 
its entirety – this means you need to make yourself familiar with all content posted on Blackboard, and 
you need to know where to find things. 

Course Policies: 
Late submission of assignments or exams: Late assignments/exams will generally not be accepted unless 
it is cleared with the professor well before the due date. If there is a medical reason for lateness, please 
supply documentation. Unexcused late assignments will not be accepted. 

Blackboard: Blackboard will be used to distribute and update assignments, readings, and other course 
materials. It is the student’s responsibility to check it regularly. 

Incompletes: A grade of incomplete will only be considered for undergraduates if you have 
submitted a substantial amount of work and you have a good reason for not completing 
the class. 

Dropping: Check the Lehman website for the last day to drop the course with the grade of “W”  
Academic dishonesty: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty includes, but is 
not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing (including “cutting and pasting” or paraphrasing information from 
the internet without proper citation), fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic 
dishonesty by others, submitting work of another person or papers written for other courses, or tampering 
with the academic work of other students. Students may be asked to submit their notes and references to 
prove that their work is their own. For further clarification, please read CUNY's policy on academic 
integrity at http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf. Violators will be reported 
to the head of the Department and to the Dean of Student Affairs. 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 
Lehman College is committed to providing access to all programs and curricula to all students. Students 
with disabilities who may need classroom accommodations are encouraged to register with the Office of 
Student Disability Services. For more information, please contact the Office of Student Disability 
Services, Shuster Hall, Room 238, tel #: 718-960-8441. 

http://www.qgis.org/
http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf
http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf
http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf
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The Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) and the Science Learning Center (SLC): 
Lehman College has two tutoring centers on campus. The ACE provides appointment-based and 
drop-in tutoring in the humanities, social sciences and writing, as well as general writing skills. The 
SLC provides drop-in tutoring for natural and computer science courses. To obtain more 
information about the ACE and SLC, please visit their website at 
http://www.lehman.edu/academics/instructional- 
support-services/, or call the ACE at 718-960-8175, and the SLC at 718-960-7707. 

Course Schedule: Assignments in red are for graduate students only 

The FINAL EXAM will be made available on Blackboard December 15th @ 7:00am and must 
be completed by December 20th @ 7:00am. 
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