Critical Thinking in an Information World

Our world is an Information World.  Each day we are provided with new knowledge and it is our duty to critically evaluate and examine information.  Through this exercise you will be exposed to various resources and will have the opportunity to determine the validity of each through the use of an information assessment inventory.

You are a member of the House Committee on Energy Efficiency.  It is your duty, as junior committee member, to compile and evaluate a list of resources to assist with the following question:  

What is the best way to conserve our natural energy resources?

1. Compile a bibliography of at least 5 citations of resources about your topic.  Use the following list as possibilities, but only use one citation from each category.

· General encyclopedia

· Subject specific encyclopedia

· Scholarly journal

· Government document

· Popular magazine

· Dictionary

· Reference handbook

· Newspaper

2. Include one citation from two different search engines

3. Of the 7 total citations, choose 3 items to compare and contrast.  Include at least one of the web citations.

4. Use the following as your guide:

· Why did the author write the item?  If an Internet source, why is the page available via the web?

· With what organization is the author/publisher affiliated?

· What is the thesis statement for each item?

· What are the key words that can help you understand and comprehend the item?

· Do you feel the item presents valid information?  Cite examples and provide reasons as to your conclusion.

· In 5 sentences or less, use your own words to state the main idea of each item.

· Overall, do you think each item can assist you in your duty as Junior Committee Member?  Why or why not?

5.   Compare and contrast each item, using the components above.  Determine which one article is the most valid, and why you believe this to be true.

