
 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico Presents Jaime Lucero  
with the Ohtli Award 

 
New York. October 30, 2015. Claudia Ruiz Massieu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Mexico,  delivered yesterday the Ohtli award to Jaime Lucero in recognition of his 
outstanding career as an entrepreneur and leader of the Mexican community in 
New York. 

In a private ceremony, Minister Ruiz Massieu personally delivered the award, 
which acknowledges the efforts and tenacity of Jaime Lucero, a businessman 
who worked his way successfully in a highly competitive market, while 
maintaining his commitment to the advancement of the Mexican community. The 
Ministry was joined by the Ambassador of Mexico in the United States, Miguel 
Basáñez; the Undersecretary for North America, Carlos Perez Verdia, and the 
Consul General of Mexico in New York, Amb. Sandra Fuentes.  

“The word Ohtli in Nahuatl means ‘way’” - said Minister Ruiz Massieu. “Thanks to 
don Jaime Lucero for opening the way to many paisanos who have followed his 
path. Many have been successful, however, they haven’t showed the dedication 
to the community as it has done Jaime Lucero. Thank you for all you have done”. 

The Ohtli award was created by the Institute of Mexicans Abroad (IME) to 
distinguish those Mexicans and Mexican-Americans who have excelled in their 



professional fields and have made contributions to the advancement of the 
Mexican and Latino community in the United States.  

Jaime Lucero was born in the state of Puebla in 1957 and arrived to the United 
States in 1975, as part of the first wave of Mexican immigrants that came from 
Puebla to the tri-state area. Starting with a small clothes distribution business, 
Mr. Lucero was able to consolidate Gold and Silver Inc., a company that imports 
and finishes high-end fashion clothing for major department stores. At the same 
time, the entrepreneur has been committed to the his community, creating Casa 
Puebla, which maintains an active role in the preservation of Mexican traditions 
and history among Mexicans and Hispanics in New York. 

In September 2014, the City University of New York´s Board of Trustees named 
the Mexican Studies Institute at Lehman College in honor of Mr. Lucero, who 
provided a major gift to the Lehman College Foundation in order to establish a 
scholarship endowment and assist the Institute in expanding its community, 
cultural and educational goals as a leading academic institution.   
 
In the ceremony, Sister Julia Suarez, of St. Jerome Hands Community Center, 
was also honored with the Othli award, in recognition for her outstanding work 
with the Mexican community of the Bronx. St. Jerome Hands Community Center 
seeks to empower migrant families through education, developing their skills 
through literacy, English, computer skills and job training courses.  
 
 
Contact: The Jaime Lucero Mexican Studies Institute at CUNY at 
mexican.studies@lehman.cuny.edu; 347-577-4080 
 

 

	  


