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LEHMAN COLLEGE 
City University of New York 

 

GEH 240 / GEP 640 

Urban Geography and Geographic Information Science 

3.0 credits 
 

Syllabus, Fall 2016 

 

Instructor:  Angelika Winner 
Office:    Gillet Hall, Rm. 322 
Office hours:  Tuesday, 5-6 pm or by appointment (email) 
Email:   awinner@gradcenter.cuny.edu (best way to contact me) 
Phone:   (917) 379-3527 (for emergency notifications ONLY) 
 
Time: ONLINE (in-person first class, either Friday (8/26), 2-4pm or Tuesday 

(8/30) 3-5pm) 
Room:   Gillet Hall, 322 (GISc Lab) 
 
Course Description: 
 This course covers the contribution of geographical concepts and methods to an 
understanding of contemporary and future urban issues. It applies the use of GISc to the study of 
the internal structure of global and domestic cities and urban systems, including city dynamics, 
classic and postmodern models, central place theory, urban migration and mobility, race, ethnicity, 
and gender, urban migration, poverty, industrial and post-industrial urban societies, residential 
segregation, land use change, gentrification, urban and suburban sprawl, housing, urban 
environmental issues, and regional planning. Lab work involves using GISc to explore the form and 
function of urban areas, and to solve critical urban problems using spatial analysis.   
 
Prerequisite:  
N/A 
 
Required Textbook: 
Exploring the Urban Community: A GIS Approach, Second Edition, Green and Pick, 2012, Pearson 
Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ - ISBN: 978-0321751591 
 
Use of Technology and Blackboard Information: 
Blackboard will be used to post documents, assignments, quizzes, and discussions. It can be 
accessed via www.lehman.cuny.edu.  If you have any problems with your Lehman e-mail address, 
password, or blackboard login, contact the computer helpdesk at 718-960-1111. Communication 
will be either through blackboard or your Lehman email, so please be sure to check it regularly. 
Assignments must be submitted through Blackboard unless Blackboard is down, when it may be 
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emailed titling the message GEH240 (or GEP640) followed by the student name and assignment 
name (e.g. GEH240, Joe Smith, Lab1). 
 
Course Learning Objectives:  
After successfully completing this course, you are expected to be able to:  
 Understand basic urban geographic concepts and theories  
 Understand and analyze how urban geography and the study of urban areas has evolved over 

time 
 Use GISc methods to illustrate and understand urban trends in the United States and globally 
 Critically analyze current issues in cities and urban areas throughout the world, such as New 

York, Tokyo, Mexico City and various others. 

Exam Requirement: 
A final exam covering all the content presented in the class will be given online via blackboard.   
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
Chapter Quizzes  15% 
GIS Lab Assignments   30%  
Discussion Board Postings  20%  
Final Exam    30%  
Participation   5% 
 
FORMAT OF MATERIAL: 
Learning Units: Course Material is broken into 5 units of 3 weeks each.  Each unit includes 
chapters to be read from the book, the chapter quizzes, Discussion Board questions and any 
additional material such as video links, and the GIS Lab. No late work will be accepted or graded. 
 
Chapter Quizzes: You will take a Chapter Quiz via blackboard for each chapter you read.  They 
must be completed by 11 p.m. on the First Friday of the Unit (unless otherwise noted). The lowest 
quiz grade will be dropped for undergraduates. 
 
Discussion Board Questions and Responses: Questions should be completed for each Unit. They 
must be completed by 11 p.m. on the second Friday of each Unit (unless otherwise noted – 
however to receive full credit you must post your original answers 24 hours before the due date, 
see below). You will be required to read the course textbook, watch videos, and read additional 
material or websites and then post question answers on the Discussion Board as well as respond 
thoughtfully to other students’ posts.   
 
For each unit you must answer all questions (between 2 and 4, inclusive). In addition to answering 
each question, you must also respond to at least one other student’s answer. As such you will need 
at least two posts for each unit (a thread containing your essays for each question in one post and a 
response to someone else’s answer for any question or questions of your choice). You should post 
all your answers in one thread (with Q1, Q2, etc. preceding each answer), but may respond to 
peer’s questions individually. You will be graded based on the completeness and thoughtfulness of 
your answers/responses. Additionally, to receive full credit your answers should be posted at 
least 24 hours before the due date to give others a chance to respond.  
 
The discussion board grading will work as follows. Content is 50% of the grade, writing quality and 
peer responses are 25% each. 
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Table 1: Grading scale for discussion board postings 

  
Unsatisfactory 
(0) Fair (50) Good (80) Excellent (100) 

Content (50%) 
No Posting; 
Unacceptable 
content. 

Difficult to follow; 
Key issues from the 
questions are not 
identified or answered.  

Discussed at surface 
level: 
Key issues from the 
questions are 
identified but not all 
are answered 
thoroughly; 
Clear discussion 
most of the time.  

Discussed thoughtfully 
and with insight; 
Key issues from the 
questions are 
identified and 
answered; 
Clear discussion with 
no digressions; 
Answer posted at least 
24 hours before due 
date. 

Writing (25%) 
No Posting; 
unacceptable 
writing. 

Poorly written with 
grammatical and stylistic 
errors possibly resulting 
in a difficult to 
understand post. 

Decent writing with 
some grammatical 
or stylistic errors 

Well written with no 
grammatical or 
stylistic errors 

Response (25%) 
No Posting; 
Unacceptable 
writing or content 

Peer response which 
does not show 
understanding of the 
author's comments. 

Mostly surface level 
peer response.  

Clearly written peer 
response indicating 
understanding of the 
other author’s 
comments. 

 
 

GIS Lab Assignments: Using ArcGIS software you will complete one lab (undergraduates) or up to 
two labs (graduate students) along with each Unit.  For undergraduates, your lowest grade will be 
dropped, therefore your highest 4 scores will account for your Lab Assignment grade.  Graduate 
students have 8 assigned labs with no grades dropped.  Labs will be due by 11 p.m. on the Third 
Friday of each Unit (unless otherwise noted). All assignments must be submitted via blackboard 
before the due date to receive credit. They must be saved as LastName_FirstName_AssignmentName 
(e.g. Smith_Joe_Lab1.pdf).  
 
You will receive a free trial version of the ArcGIS 10.x software from ESRI, necessary for completing 
the work. The GIS lab at Lehman College is a tremendous facility with cutting edge technology as 
well as tutors and technical help available (lab schedule will be posted on the departmental website 
as it is available). I urge students to do as much work as possible in the lab, particularly if you are 
relatively new to GIS or computer applications. 
 
Labs will be graded using the following rubric (unless there is no “layout” associated with the lab, in 
which case it will only be graded on content). Content is 50% of the grade, cartography and 
aesthetics are 25% each. 
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Table 2: Grading Scale for lab assignments 

  Unsatisfactory (0) Fair (50) Good (80) Excellent (100) 

Content (50%) 

Data not visible; 
calculations, derived 
fields, or analyses 
improperly done; no 
demonstration of 
understanding; no 
submission. 

Correct data not 
properly 
displayed or 
easily visible; 
calculations, 
derived fields, and 
analyses mostly 
improperly done. 

Correct data 
displayed and 
visible; calculations, 
derived fields, and 
analyses mostly 
properly done 

Correct data 
displayed and 
visible; calculations, 
derived fields, and 
analyses properly 
done 

Cartography (25%) 
Proper cartographic 
technique not followed; 
no submission. 

Most cartographic 
elements present 
and properly 
displayed; layout 
lacks clarity. 

All cartographic 
elements present 
and mostly properly 
displayed; layout is 
mostly clear and 
understandable. 

All cartographic 
elements present 
and properly 
displayed; layout is 
clear and 
understandable. 

Aesthetics (25%) 
No submission or 
otherwise unacceptable 
/ unreadable. 

Messy, confused, 
or unbalanced. 

Mostly pleasing and 
balanced aesthetics. 

Good use of space 
with pleasing and 
balanced aesthetics. 

Participation: The majority of communication in an online class takes place through e-mail and 
discussion boards.  Timely and professional responses will get full participation credit.  All emails 
must be written in academic formatting and sent from the account associated with blackboard.  
This means with proper capitalization, grammar, and salutation.  All emails should be signed and 
addressed properly.  They should also include the course name in the subject.  Failure to do this 
may result in a lack of a timely response as well as lost participation points.  
 
Final Exam: A final exam covering all the content presented in the class will be given online via 
blackboard.  
 
Grading Scale: 

Undergraduate  
A = 93-100 
A- = 90-92 
B+ = 87-89 
B  = 83-86 
B- = 80-82 
C+ = 77-79 
C  = 73-76 
C- = 70-72 
D+ = 67-69 
D  = 60-66 
F  = < 60 

Graduate 
A 93-100%  
A- 90-92%  
B+ 87-89%  
B 83-86%  
B- 80-82%  
C+ 77-79%  
C 73-76%  
C- 70-72% 
F < 70% 
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Course Schedule: 

Note: Schedule is subject to change.  Changes will be announced on Blackboard. 

Items marked with a red asterisk (*) are additional labs for GRADUTE STUDENTS ONLY 
 

Reading Topic Assignments Due Date 

      (quiz, discussion, labs) 
Unit 1 ending 9/16  
(note that quiz due dates are extended by one  
week due to the beginning of the term) 

Chapter 1 Spatial Display of Urban Env. Quizzes- Ch. 1 and 2 9/9 @ 11pm 

Chapter 2 Defining the Metropolis Discussion Board 1 9/9 @ 11pm 

  Lab 0 – Optional Lab 9/16 @ 11pm 

    Lab 1- Sunbelt 9/16 @ 11pm 

Unit 2 ending 10/7      

Chapter 3 Internal Structure of Cities Quizzes- Ch. 3 and 4 9/23 @ 11pm 

Chapter 4 System of Cities Discussion Board 2  9/30 @ 11pm 

    Lab 2a – MSA (Ch2) 10/7 @ 11pm 

    Lab 2b – Density (Ch3)* 10/7 @ 11pm 

Unit 3 ending 10/28      

Chapter 5 Neighborhoods Quizzes- Ch. 5, 6, 7  10/14 @ 11pm 

Chapter 6 Migration and Mobility Discussion Board 3  10/21 @ 11pm 

Chapter 7 Race, Ethnicity, Gender, Pov. Lab 3a - Neighborhood (Ch5) 10/28 @ 11pm 

    Lab 3b - Centro Methods (Ch7)* 10/28 @ 11pm 
Unit 4 ending 11/18 
quizzes and discussion boards due the same day   

Chapter 8 Industrial Locations and Cities Quizzes-Ch. 8 and 9 11/4 @ 11pm 

Chapter 9 Urban Core/Edge City Discussion Board 4 11/4 @ 11pm 

    Lab 4b- LocQuo (Ch8)* 11/18 @ 11pm 

    Lab 4a- Urban Fringe (Ch9) 11/18 @ 11pm 

Unit 5 ending 12/12   

Chapter 10 Environmental Problems Quizzes-Ch. 10 & 11  12/2 @ 11pm 

Chapter 11 Urban and Regional Planning Discussion Board 5  12/9 @ 11pm 

    Lab 5- Air Pollution 12/12 @ 11pm 
 

The FINAL EXAM will be made available on blackboard Friday, 12/15 @ 8:00am and must be 

completed by Tuesday, 12/20 @ 11:00pm. 

 


