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GEH 101: Introduction to Geography 
Lehman College, CUNY 

Department of Environmental, Geographic, and Geological Sciences 
 
 

Course Information: 
 

Instructor:  Kristen Grady 
Office:   Gillet Hall, Room 325 
Office Hours:  Tues 4-5pm, or by appointment 
Phone:   TBD 
Email:   kgrady@gc.cuny.edu (email is the BEST way to reach me) 
 
Credits:  3.0 
Class Meets:  Tuesdays 

Sec. 03: 11:00 am – 1:40 pm (15 minute break from 12:15 pm – 12:30 pm) 
Sec. XT81:  6:00 pm – 8:40 pm (15 minute break from 7:15 pm – 7:30 pm) 

Location:  Gillet Hall, Room 311  
 
Required Textbook:  
Introduction to Geography. 5th Edition Dahlman, Renwick, and Bergman, 2011, Prentice Hall. 
         Available at the Lehman College bookstore or… 

Buy new (www.amazon.com) $120.45 (sign up for Amazon Student for free 2-day shipping) 
 Buy a used copy (Amazon Marketplace, bigwords.com, half.com, etc.) 
 You can also rent the book (www.chegg.com) $62.99, due back by 12/23/11 

The publisher offers other options, such as eBooks: Go to http://www.pearsonhighered.com/,      
search for the text book and click on the “Pearson Choices” tab.  

 
Introduction and Overview: 
 

The ways in which the object of geography (the earth) has impacted your life (and how you have impacted it) 
up until now have either remained transparent to you or are likely at the periphery of your daily experience. 
Modern technology (i.e. Google Maps) has brought the term “geography” into the everyday for the 
computer-savvy (and not so savvy), but even with such easy access to online maps, does the average person 
truly understand how and why spatial relationships and spatial phenomena shape his or her life on a daily 
basis? 
 

Geography is but one way to investigate, describe and explain the world. And within geography itself, there 
are countless ways through which to investigate it. This course will not only introduce you to the basic topics 
of geography, or ways of investigating the earth (e.g. maps, landforms, weather and climate, natural 
resources, population, culture, the food supply, urbanization, etc.), but will, more importantly, bring into 
focus and reveal how an understanding of these topics can contribute to a more complete and profound 
understanding of yourself, your environment, and the unavoidable and necessary interaction between the 
two. 
 

While you will be expected to understand the basics of each of the topics we cover, the overarching emphasis 
will be placed on understanding the relationships between them. As such, the course builds from one topic to 
the next, ultimately stressing the sheer geographical complexity and wonder of modern life. The general 
organization of the semester will follow the textbook, and we will cover a chapter approximately every week. 
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A more general goal of this class is to contribute to your overall “liberal arts” education. Such an education 
gives you a broad background in the ideas and events that have in some way shaped our modern lives (for 
better or for worse). It increases your awareness of the diversity and complexity of human life and thought, it 
“expands your mind”. For this reason, while a liberal arts education does not usually teach you how to do a 
particular sort of job, it does develop skills that are increasingly necessary in any job. These include the ability 
to quickly understand complicated readings on unfamiliar subjects, to express your thoughts clearly and 
persuasively, and to reason critically, creatively, and independently. 
 
Objectives: 
 

By the end of this course you should be able to: 

1. Identify broad themes within geography, the types of questions addressed by geographers, and the 
tools used to conduct geographic research 

2. Read and evaluate maps 
3. Apply the major theories of physical geography to understanding the natural landscape, including 

plate tectonics, erosional landforms, basic weather processes, the distribution of climates, and the 
distribution of biota and resources 

4. Explain the distribution of people across the Earth on the basis of population, migration, and 
resources 

5. Understand the role of culture in shaping human diversity and human impacts on their 
environments with respect to gender, sexuality, race and ethnicity, language, and religion 

6. Analyze the factors that shape human interactions across spatial distances 
7. Understand the role of political systems in shaping local, regional, and global processes and 

interactions 
8. Identify different forms of economic activity and explain the ways they are shaped by political 

systems 
9. Describe the process of urbanization and how it varies across the globe 
10. Explain the process by which humans modify the natural environment (particularly climate change 

and agriculture), and the ramifications of those changes for human societies 
11. Apply concepts of space and place to understand and identify how regions are defined and the 

ramifications for local and global processes 
 
Assessment: 

 

- Attendance and Class Participation 
Technically, there is no attendance policy for this class. In past teaching experiences, it has been proven to 
me that there is a direct relationship between how many classes you miss and how low your grade is. It is 
your responsibility to come to class, to be prepared, and to study. Regarding class participation, again, I 
have seen a direct relationship

 

 between how little a student participates and how low his or her grade is. For 
your own benefit, and for the benefit of the entire class, participation is critical and will ultimately affect 
your final grade. I promise you that the less all of the students participate the less prepared all of the 
students will be for both quizzes and exams, particularly the final exam. Do not wait until the end of the 
course to find out how a lack of attendance and participation will affect your grade. I can guarantee you 
that it will affect it negatively. Additionally, see “Quizzes” below for how a lack of attendance may also 
impact your overall grade. 
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- Quizzes 
There will be roughly 5 or 6 pop quizzes throughout the semester.  They may come at either the beginning 
of any given class (to test that you read the assigned reading for that class) or at the end of any given class 
(to test that you were paying attention during class). There will be no make-ups for pop quizzes

 

, and they can 
occur at any time. You will receive 0 points on a quiz that is missed. (If you miss a quiz as a result of an 
unavoidable doctor’s appointment or other family emergency, a make-up will be given with a valid signed 
doctor’s note or some other proof of a family emergency).  

- Midterm Exam 
This will likely be a take-home exam due to inadequate in-class time.  We will discuss the exam format 
closer to the middle of the semester. Be prepared for possible multiple-choice, short answer and essay 
questions. 
 

- Final Exam 
This exam will take place in-class during the time specified in the final exam schedule. Again, it will likely 
follow the format of multiple choice, short answer and essay questions. 
 

Both the midterm and final exams will not test you merely on your ability to remember 
vocabulary/concepts and definitions, but will both require that you are able to answer complex questions 
by synthesizing the material that you learned in class. To synthesize is to combine or to form… You will 
need to think critically on your exams; so actually understanding the concepts, as opposed to simply 
remembering their definitions, is vital for a good grade. Excellence in performance and effort is expected. 
Mediocrity is not rewarded. 

 

Final Grade Breakdown: 
 

Quizzes   30% 
Midterm Exam  30% 
Final Exam  40% 

 
Policies: 

 

- If you have special needs that require additional accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible 
and I will do everything in my power to ensure your needs are being attended to. 
 

- Intolerance and inappropriate comments will not be allowed. Students are encouraged to speak openly 
and without fear of instructor retribution, so long as it is respectful of others and appropriate to the context of 
the class. 
 

- If you are going to attend class, lateness will not be tolerated, unless I am advised beforehand. Students 
walking into class late are extremely distracting to both the other students and the instructor. Do everything 
in your power to arrive to class on time. Consistent lateness will result in points being deducted from your 
final grade.  
 

- Plagiarism will not be tolerated on exams (specifically the midterm exam if it is a take home). Plagiarism is 
the intentional or unintentional use of ideas, facts, opinions, graphics, data, or other materials produced by 
another student or professional, without giving proper credit. Plagiarism, including copying from the 
Internet, published works, purchased essays, etc. without proper attribution, is a serious breach of academic 
integrity and will result in disciplinary actions and/or a failure in the class.  
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- Please remember to silence your cell phones and other electronic devices before class. If you are using a 
laptop to take notes, your typing must be silent or I am going to ask you to shut your computer. Loud typing 
is distracting and rude. NEVER answer a phone call in class.  A student who does so will be asked to leave. 
 

- Failure to take the final exam on the scheduled date without prior approval will result in an automatic “F” 
grade for the course. If you need to make special arrangements, please let me know ahead of time. 
 

- If you are in doubt about something or have a problem with the course, please contact me as soon as 
possible, either by phone, email, or by making an appointment to see me, and I will do my best to 
accommodate you within reason. 

 
Course Schedule*: 
 
Week Date Topic Reading DUE* 

#1 8/30 Handout Syllabus – Student Introductions - Miscellaneous  

#2 9/6 Ch 1: Introduction to Geography Ch 1 (35 pgs) 

#3 9/13 Ch 2: Weather and Climate Ch 2 (48 pgs) 

#4 9/20 Ch 3: Landforms Ch 3 (32 pgs) 

#5 9/27 Ch 4: Biogeochemical Cycles and the Biosphere Ch 4 (32 pgs) 

#6 10/4 NO CLASS: CLASSES FOLLOW A FRIDAY SCHEDULE  

#7 10/11 Ch 5: Population and Migration Ch 5 (46 pgs) 

#8 10/18 Ch 6: Cultural Geography Ch 6 (42 pgs) 

#9 10/25 Ch 7: The Geography of Languages and Religion 
*Approximate Date Midterm will be handed out* Ch 7 (46 pgs) 

#10 11/1 Ch 8: The Human Food Supply 
*Approximate Date Midterm will be DUE* Ch 8 (42 pgs) 

#11 11/8 Ch 9: Earth’s Resources and Environmental Protection Ch 9 (34 pgs) 

#12 11/15 Ch 10: Cities and Urbanization Ch 10 (46 pgs) 

#13 11/22 NO CLASS: CLASSES FOLLOW A THURSDAY SCHEDULE  

#14 11/29 Ch 11: A World of States Ch 11(42 pgs) 

#15 12/6 Ch 12: Paths to Economic Growth Ch 12 (46 pgs) 

#16 12/13 Ch 13: Global Challenges and the Scale of Response/FINAL REVIEW Ch 13 (48 pgs) 

FINAL 
EXAMS 

12/15 
12/20 

SEC. 03: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15th: 1:30 – 3:30 pm 
SEC. XT81: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20th: 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

 

 

*Readings are to be done before the class in which they are discussed (e.g. the readings for week 2 should be done in 
advance of week 2, etc.).   
 

*Always be prepared for an in-class discussion about the readings. Come in with questions if you do not understand 
something that you read.  
  

*Schedule, readings, and midterm exam are subject to change 


