
GEH 101 – Introduction to Geography: People, Places and the Environment 

 

Instructor: Eric Kutter 

Contact via email: ekutter@gc.cuny.edu 

 

Required Textbook:  

 

Introduction to Geography. 5th Edition Dahlman, Renwick, and Bergman, 2010, Prentice Hall.  

 

Course Learning Objectives: 

After successfully completing this course, you are expected to be able to: 

1. Identify the basic themes within geography; 

2. Interpret maps/charts and become familiar with the tools that are used to create them; 

3. Explain plate tectonics and how it shapes the natural environment; 

4. Have a basic understanding of weather processes and the global distribution of climates; 

5. Understand climate change and its many causes; 

6. Explain the distribution of people throughout the globe; 

7. Examine the causes of urbanization and how cities are impacted by these factors; and 

8. Understand the driving forces of globalization and basic economics. 

 

Assessment:  

 

Attendance and Class Participation  
 

Attendance and class participation will comprise twenty percent of your overall grade. If you do 

not sign the attendance sheet, you were not here. Lateness will count against this grade. 

 

Quizzes 

 

Quizzes will be given at the very beginning of certain classes during the semester. Each quiz will 

be created from the preceding lecture and reading materials. The structure of the quiz will be 

multiple choice and true/false with a short-answer question. After the quiz, the answers will be 

reviewed in class. Because of this immediate review, there are no make-up quizzes. 

 

Midterm and Final Exam 
 

The Midterm and Final Exam are closed-book examinations in class. Exams will consist of 

multiple-choice, true/false and short-answer questions. Each exam will cover material taken from 

lectures, presentation materials, discussions and the textbook. Each exam will cover half of the 

course, respectively. 

 

A strong grasp of the fundamental concepts should result in a decent grade, while a perfect grade 

will require some critical thinking. A short review will be conducted during the class prior to the 

midterm exam. No in-class review is planned for the final exam. 

 

  



Final Grade Breakdown:  
 

Attendance/Participation 20% 

Quizzes 20% 

Midterm Exam 30% 

Final Exam 30% 

 

 

Course Policies: 
Lateness and absences:  Lateness or absence will count against your class participation grade 

unless there is an emergency or it is cleared with the professor in a timely fashion before 

class. If you miss a session, it is your responsibility to check with your classmates for 

notes and other course materials. 

Missed exams or quizzes:  Rescheduling of exams or quizzes will generally not be permitted 

unless it is cleared with the instructor well before the original test date. Under special 

circumstances, unexcused rescheduling of exams or quizzes may be accepted at the 

instructor’s discretion, but ten points must be subtracted from the test score. If there is a 

medical reason for the scheduling conflict, please supply documentation. Students that do 

not take the final exam will receive an automatic “F” for a grade in the course. 

Blackboard:  Blackboard may be used to distribute and update assignments, readings, and other 

course materials. It is the student’s responsibility to check it regularly. 

Cell phone use:  The use of cell phones and other similar devices are not permitted during class. 

Incompletes:  A grade of incomplete will only be considered if you are clearly making a good 

faith effort to complete the course (i.e., attending regularly, participating in discussions) 

and have a good reason for not completing the work (e.g. medical or family emergency). 

Incompletes must be arranged with the instructor IN ADVANCE of the end of the term.  

Dropping:  The last day to drop the course with the grade of “W” is November 6 (no refund). 

Academic dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty 

includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing (including “cutting and pasting” or 

paraphrasing information from the internet without proper citation), fabricating 

information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, submitting 

work of another person or papers written for other courses, or tampering with the 

academic work of other students.  Students may be asked to submit their notes and 

references to prove that their work is their own. Violators will be reported to the head of 

the Department and to the Dean of Student Affairs. For further clarification, please read 

CUNY's policy on academic integrity at the following website: 

http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf. 

 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 
Lehman College is committed to providing access to all programs and curricula to all students.  

Students with disabilities who may need classroom accommodations are encouraged to register 

with the Office of Student Disability Services.  For more information, please contact the Office 

of Student Disability Services, Shuster Hall, Room 238, tel #: 718-960-8441. 

 

 

 

http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf


Tentative Course Schedule*:  
 

Date Lecture Textbook 

August 28 Introduction Chapter 1 

September 4 Weather and Climate Chapter 2 

September 11 Geophysics Chapter 3 

September 18 Biogeochemical Cycles Chapter 4 

September 25 No Class No Class 

October 2 Population and Migration Chapter 5 

October 9 Cultural Geography Chapter 6 

October 16 Languages and Religion; 

Review for Midterm Exam 

Chapter 7 

October 23 Midterm Exam Chapters 1-7 

October 30 Human Food Supply Chapter 8 

November 6 Environmental Protection Chapter 9 

November 13 Cities and Urbanization Chapter 10 

November 20 States Chapter 11 

November 27 Thanksgiving – No Class No Class 

December 4 Economics Chapter 12 

December 11 Global Challenges Chapter 13 

December 18 *Possible* Final Exam Date Chapters 8-13 
 

 

*Schedule, readings, and exam dates are all subject to change 


