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Roadmap 
 

• What is long-term planning? 
 

• How do ELA Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
fit with Long-Term Planning? 
 

• Backwards Planning 
 

• Examples for Long-Term Planning with the CCSS 
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What is Long-Term 
Planning? 

 
• Long-term planning is the development of year-

long objectives and units. 
 

• Aligned to the CCSS they are focused on what 
students will understand and the thinking skills they 
will possess rather than what they will do. 
 



Backwards Planning 
Backwards planning STARTS 

with the essential 
understandings as goals for a 

particular unit. 

Traditional Planning STARTS with 
a topic  

 
 
 With prompting and support, 

identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts 
on the same topic (e.g., in 
illustrations, descriptions, or 
procedures).  

 Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to 
compose informative/     
explanatory texts in which they            
name what they are writing 
about and supply some 
information about the topic. 

 
 Apples 

 Going to the apple farm 
 Reading books on apples 
 Making apple pie 
 Going to supermarket and 

finding apples 
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What are the Advantages 
of Backwards Planning?  
 

• Previously in traditional planning – students 
engaged in a string of activities that did not 
necessarily lead to deep understandings. 
 

• With backwards planning – all activities in a unit are 
geared to developing deep understandings, as 
evidenced by performance tasks. 



First Steps:  Knowing the 
Standards  

 
 

• Know what students are expected to do by the end 
of the year. 
 

• For this purpose it’s important to look across the 
standards for a particular grade level. 
 



Example of Analyzing  
the Standards 

Key Ideas and Details: 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2 

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 

Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information 
in a text. 
 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.7 

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of "how-to" 
books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.8 
With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a question. 
 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is not understood. 
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What Understandings 
 Do We Develop? 

Key Ideas and Details – 
First grade students are developing the ability to ask 
questions, identify the main topic of a text, and compare 
information in a text in order to understand key ideas in a 
text. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge –  
First grade students write based on their own research 
which includes talking to others and other hands-on 
experiences. 
Comprehension & Collaboration –  
First grade students will ask and answer questions from texts 
and from conversation with others in order to clarify and 
gain information. 
 
 



What questions do we 
have to ask ourselves? 

• What essential understandings do we want our 
students to acquire by the end of the unit? 
 

• How can I accomplish this through the study of this 
topic? 
 

• How do I want students to demonstrate this 
knowledge? 
 

• What tasks & activities will contribute to my larger 
goals? 
 



Planning 
Unit/Time 
Frame 

Essential 
Questions/Endu
ring 
Understandings 

Standards Activities that 
Support  
Understandings 

Performance 
Tasks 

Sept/Oct 
Habits of 
Good Readers 
& Story 
Elements 

Readers 
understand that 
they improve 
their 
comprehension 
by identifying & 
understanding 
elements of a 
story text. 
 
What habits and 
goals do great 
readers have?  
How does it 
help their 
reading? 

RL 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.7  
 
SL. 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.51.6 

How do characters 
relate to one 
another? 
(relationships 
between Stellaluna & 
mother vs. Frog & 
Toad) 
 
Compare & contrast 
characters in two 
texts. (Stellaluna and 
character of Frog & 
Toad). 
 
Identify story events 
to aid in 
comprehension. 
Identify central 
message & details. 

Students will 
develop a 
poster to 
present to K 
students 
about being 
great readers. 
 
Students will 
write about 
the message 
of their 
favorite 
books. 



Year Long  
Curriculum Planning 

Time Frame Unit Essential Questions & Enduring Understandings 

September/October Habits of Good Readers and 
Story Elements 

Readers understand that they improve their comprehension 
by identifying & understanding elements of a story text. 
 
What habits and goals do great readers have?  How does it 
help their reading? 
 

November/December Informational books/ 
Non-fiction reading  

How are non-fiction books different and the same as 
fictional book? 

January/February Examining 
Persuasive/ 
Opinion Pieces 

READING: 
How do details in the text help us understand authors main 
point? 
Readers Understand that the details in the text help them 
identify a central message.  
 
WRITING: 
How do writers support an opinion and write persuasive 
letter?  

March/April Inferring 
Sequencing, Visualization 
Authors Purpose 

READING: 
How do story details help us answer questions related to a 
story? 
 
WRITING: 
What kinds of writing helps me to convince others  of my 
opinion? 
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