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Who are emergent bilingual students?  What are their diverse 
needs? 
 

What is in place for emergent bilingual students vis a vis the 
Common Core State Standards? 
 

How can I plan for emergent bilingual students with the 
Common Core State Standards in mind? 

ROADMAP 



 English Language Learners (ELLs) versus Emergent Bilinguals 
– A Stance 

 
 Close to 42 percent of students in NYC speak a language 

other than English at home. 
 

 14.4% of these students are labeled, ‘ELLs’ by the DOE and 
require specific services. 
 

 47% of these students were born abroad. 
 

 151 languages are spoken by students in NYC DOE. 
 

WHO ARE EMERGENT  
BILINGUAL STUDENTS? 



ARE ALL EBLS THE SAME? 
WHAT ARE THEIR ABILITIES? 

Stages of Language Proficiency What can we expect at this “stage?” Teacher Prompts 

Preproduction Minimal comprehension 
Does not verbalize 
Can nod yes and no 

Show me … 
Circle the … 
Where is the … 
Who has …  

Early Production Limited comprehension 
One or two word responses 
Participates using key words and 
phrases 

Yes/no questions 
Either/or questions 
What do you think?  (I think that …) 

Speech Emergence Good comprehension 
Produce simple sentences 
 

Why? 
How ? 
Explain? 

Intermediate Fluency Excellent comprehension What would happen if …? 
Why do you think …? 

Advanced Fluency On par with home language Retell, ect. 

Adapted from Hill & Flynn, 2006 



 Ethnic dif ferences 
 

 Differences in migration (family history) 
 

 Differences in educational history (Students with Interrupted 
Formal Education (SIFE) and Long Term English Language 
Learners (LTELL) 
 

EBLS ARE A VERY DIVERSE GROUP 



 CCSS end goal is for students to be able to read at high levels 
on their own. 

 
 Emergent bilingual students will need specialized and 

additional work in order to be able to engage in this end.  
 
 

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 



WHAT IS ACADEMIC LANGUAGE? 

Academic Language Exists 
on a Continuum 

Social 
Language Academic 

Language 

What is the role of context? 
Context for social 
language is readily 
available! 
 
We need to provide 
context and 
background knowledge 
for academic language. 
 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Changing the idea that academic language is decontextualized.



AN EXAMPLE 

Social Language More Complex 
Language 

Even More 
Complex 
Langauge 

Academic 
Language 

We played ball. Yesterday I went 
to the park with 
John, we played 
ball. 

Yesterday we were 
playing ball, we 
hit and broke the 
window across 
the street, we 
ran…. 

Many ancient 
cultures had 
games that 
involved playing 
with a round 
object that could 
be compared to a 
ball.  The Aztecs, 
for example… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My hope is that although some of the examples that I show today demonstrate a continuum.What changes between these setences – it’s not only the vocabulary but it’s also the text complexity.  



 Language as the point of departure 
 

 Building on the students’ l inguistic foundations and 
background experience. 
 

 Integrating language, experience and content 
 

 Mastering languages in academic settings 
 

 Bilingualism and biliteracy as goals. 

BILINGUAL COMMON CORE INITIATIVE 



 http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-bilingual-
common-core-initiative 

NY ENGAGE BILINGUAL  
COMMON CORE PROGRESSIONS 



 All modalities nurture each other and work dynamically. 
 

 New language refers to English or another language (if the 
child is in a Dual Langauge program) 

 
 Receptive & productive dimensions of student work 

 
 Levels of Language development:  entering, emerging, 

transitioning, expanding and commanding 
 
 

NEW LANGUAGE PROGRESSIONS 



 NYCDOE.  (Spring 2013)  Office of English Language Learners 
2013 Demographic Report.  
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/FD5EB945-5C27-44F8-
BE4B-
E4C65D7176F8/0/2013DemographicReport_june2013_revise
d.pdf 
 

 NY Engage.  Bilingual Common Core Progressions. 
http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-bilingual-
common-core-initiative 
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