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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS:  
THE BASICS 



ROADMAP 

• What are the Common Core State State Standards 
(CCSS)? 
 

• What are the goals of the Common Core State 
Standards? 
 

• How do the Common Core State Standards differ 
from New York State Standards? 
 

• How do I plan with Common Core State Standards? 



WHAT ARE THE COMMON  
CORE STATE STANDARDS? 

• What are the purpose of standards? 
•  Clarity 

 
 

• What should students be able to do at each grade level? 
 

• For all parties – teachers, parents and students. 



THE WHYS BEHIND THE STANDARDS 

• View this video:   
• https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/common

-core-standards-ela 



HOW DO THEY DIFFER FROM  
PREVIOUS STANDARDS? 

Previous NY State  
Standards 

1. Structure – 4 Standards 
1. Information and 

Understanding 
2. Literary Response and 

Expression 
3. Critical Analysis and 

Evaluation 
4. Social Interaction 

2. Grade-Level – 3 tiers  
1. Elementary 
2. Intermediate 
3. Commencement 

Common Core State 
Standards 

1. Structure  
1. Anchor Standards 
2. Reading: Literature 
3. Reading: Informational Text 
4. Reading: Foundational Skills 
5. Writing 
6. Speaking and Listening 
7. Language 

2. Grade-Level –  K-12 



WHAT IS THE CONTENT OF  
THE CCSS READING STANDARDS? 

• Key Ideas and Details 
• Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking 
to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

• Craft and Structure 
• Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 

paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, 
or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

• Integration of Knowledge & Ideas 
• Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

• Range of reading and Level of Text Complexity 
• Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 

independently and proficiently. 



WHAT IS THE CONTENT OF  
THE CCSS WRITING STANDARDS? 

• Types & Purposes 
• Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
• Production & Distribution of Writing 

• Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

• Research to Build & Present Knowledge 
• Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on 

focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 

• Range of Writing 
• Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 



WHAT IS THE CONTENT OF  
CCSS SPEAKING AND LISTENING? 

• Comprehension & Collaboration 
• Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 

conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 

• Presentation of Knowledge & Ideas 
• Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such 

that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

 



WHAT IS THE CONTENT OF  
CCSS – LANGUAGE? 

• Conventions of Standard English 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking. 
• Knowledge of Language 

• Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

• Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
• Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an 
unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 



WHAT DO TEACHERS NEED  
TO KNOW ABOUT THE CCSS FOR THEIR 

GRADES? 
1. Read Across the Grade Level 

 
2. Read Up & Down before and after the Grade 

Level 



LOOKING ACROSS:  
THE CCSS FOR ONE GRADE 

• Reading:  Literature 
• Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their 

central message or lesson. 
• Reading:  Informational Text 

• Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same 
topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

• Writing 
• Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book 

they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, 
and provide some sense of closure. 

• Speaking and Listening 
• Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or 

information presented orally or through other media. 
• Language 

• Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently 
occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 



LOOKING UP & DOWN:  
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND 

IDEAS 
• Kindergarten 

• With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which 
they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts). 

• 1st Grade 
• Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 

• 2nd Grade 
• Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate 

understanding of its characters, setting, or plot 

• 3rd Grade 
• Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a 

story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 

• 4th Grade 
• Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the 

text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text. 

• 5th Grade 
• Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text 

(e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 



PLANNING! (5TH GRADE) 

Instructional Objectives: 
 
Using inferences to find meaning in figurative 
language in poems. 
 
Aim: 
How can I infer the meaning of figurative language 
from context clues? 
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